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CONTEXT

 ISS Institute Fellowship

 Exploring issues relating to                                               
reducing disadvantage for                                                
young people

 Looking at engagement, pedagogy and transitions

 Three key types of visits:
1. Practice visits to education/wellbeing 

programs focusing on disadvantaged youth and 
transitions.  

2. Research visits to universities to learn about 
transition strategies employed by schools, colleges 
and universities to support disadvantaged learners.

3. Conference – Harvard School of Education Project 
Zero. 





 COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

only has 18% 

completion!

 Many students 

dropout when 

they do get to 

college

 Remedial 

classes key 

issue





FOUR THINGS THAT MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE

1. Raising aspirations

2. Overcoming college application 

barriers

3. Partnerships that enable 

transition

4. Whole of society approach



RAISING ASPIRATIONS

 High expectations 
were made explicit 
from early on

 Facilitated by visits

 ‘To and through’ 
college mentors eg. 
KIPPLA

 Supported young 
people right through 
their journey



OVERCOMING BARRIERS TO 

APPLYING TO COLLEGE

 High costs 

 Family 

expectations

 Long college 

application 

process

 Different culture 

once there 



PARTNERSHIPS 

Academic partnerships

 School to College – connecting ‘up’.
 Harlem Children’s Zone, BATA, 

KIPPLA

 College (Research focus) to school –
connecting ‘down’
 UCLA, Columbia, Harvard

A holistic approach

 Diversionary programs 

 Homelessness/ Housing programs 

 Legal Aid programs (undocumented 
immigrants)



WHOLE OF SOCIETY APPROACH 

(BUSINESS AND PHILANTHROPY)

 Focus on equity and 
‘addressing the dropout 
rate’

 Charter or Choice schools -
have a strong emphasis on 
‘to and through College’.

 eg Steve Jobs wife –
College Track and XQ 
Schools ($100M to 10 
schools in 5 years)



RESOURCES

ISS Institute http://www.issinstitute.org.au/

UCLA Community School  https://cs.gseis.ucla.edu/

KIPPLA   http://www.kippla.org/

School on Wheels  https://www.schoolonwheels.org/

Boston Adult Technical Academy https://www.bostonpublicschools.org/BATA

Harvard Education Redesign Lab http://edredesign.org/

Harvard Project Zero  http://www.pz.harvard.edu/

Harlem Children’s Zone http://hcz.org/

Moran Center http://moran-center.org/

City of Evanston Youth & Young Adult Division  http://bit.ly/2u5VeFV

Columbia Community College Research Centre   http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/
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