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Australian Community Education 
History: NFP community-based learning 
going back >100 years

Branding: Often confused with TAFE and 
private for-profit providers

Business: Public perception of non-
accredited adult education 

Focus: Increasingly on vulnerable and 
disadvantaged, foundation skills

Numbers: 450 providers serving 380,000 
VET students, 9% of Australia’s 4.2 
million learners (NCVER, 2017)
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Strategic Influence of Australian 
Community Education Providers 

1. Flexible, agile and quick, employing a wide range of 
tools and freedom to take risks

2. Not bound by government structures like TAFEs

3. Complement state & national programs to develop job 
skills, encourage economic development & enable citizen 
participation

4. Collaborations with government, NFPs & businesses

5. Not beholden to private shareholders to make profit 
like for-profit providers

7. Invest in local communities, building human, social & 
economic capital

8. Small class sizes, personal support, learner-centred
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Producing results
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Community education government-funded 
VET students include the most disadvantaged

65.6% of students are the most socially and economically 
disadvantaged (bottom two SEIFA quintiles), compared to 
55.2% of TAFE and 56.2% of private for-profit providers.

(NSW 2017 data, 
NCVER July 2018) 
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Highest percentage of VET students with 
disabilities

19.7% of community students have a disability, compared to 
12.1% of TAFE and 8.9% of private providers.
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Catering for older learners

35.8% of VET students 
are aged 45 or over, 
compared to 19.0% of 
TAFE and 14.7% of 
private providers.
Community providers 
reach older workers 
best.
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Community education students 
are Indigenous 

13.4% of Govt-
funded VET students 
are Indigenous, 
compared to TAFE 
with 9.6% and 7.0% 
of private providers.

Photo: Graduating Indigenous land management trainees at Port Macquarie, courtesy of Port 
Macquarie Community College and Birpai Aboriginal Land Council, June 2018. 
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Regional and rural focus

63.8% of our students are regional 
and rural, compared to 36.6% of 
TAFE and 32.6% of private 
providers.
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NSW regional sector coverage
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https://www.acecolleges.edu.au/community/aboriginal-driver-education-program/

https://www.acecolleges.edu.au/community/aboriginal-driver-education-program/
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Youth Employment & Skills Development
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Sustainability and Permaculture

https://www.byroncollege.org.au/Sustainability

https://www.byroncollege.org.au/Sustainability
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Business Incubators

http://www.businessgrowthcentre.org.au/https://sbp.org.au/

http://www.businessgrowthcentre.org.au/
https://sbp.org.au/
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Social Enterprises

https://www.jobquest.org.au/social-enterprise-services

https://www.jobquest.org.au/social-enterprise-services


http://ulladullirious.com.au/
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Regional Innovation 

http://ulladullirious.com.au/

http://ulladullirious.com.au/
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Leveraging Philanthropy: 
Aussie Farmers Foundation

Get Set: Enhancing Wellbeing 
Amongst Rural Women 
Aims to help rural women 
thrive in their communities. 
Workshops across six rural 
communities included mental 
health, economic wellbeing 
and internet/computer skills. 
Celebrated rural women with 
local female heroes speaking 
at each workshop.

https://youtu.be/X3DeXVovbog
https://www.riverinacc.edu.au/aussiefarmers

https://youtu.be/X3DeXVovbog
https://www.riverinacc.edu.au/aussiefarmers
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Special Assistance Secondary Schools
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Special Assistance Secondary Schools
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ACE is a force in special assistance schools
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Special Assistance School Approaches
 Put the young person at the centre 

 Address personal wellbeing first

 Provide wrap around services

 Learning relevant and meaningful to 
individual  

 Are holistic and lateral rather than linear

 Require highly skilled and resilient staff and 
support – teachers, youth  workers, psych 
services and support etc

 Focus on educational outcomes 

 Networked in their communities
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Why innovation works at 
community education providers

 Build on local and regional strengths

 Develop and sustain partnerships between government, not-for-
profit community and businesses

 Collaborate with others in ACE sector, leveraging collective 
strengths

 Quality lateral “just in time” solutions adapt as needs change

 Funding from non-local sources, leveraging to assist local 
community and economic development

 Culture of entrepreneurship and “can do”



https://cca.edu.au/what-we-do/2018-cca-annual-conference/

https://cca.edu.au/what-we-do/2018-cca-annual-conference/
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