


particularly in regional areas, that distinguishes the ACE sector. Additionally, on top 
of the $2.3 million to help ACE providers meet the cost of infrastructure maintenance 
already committed, I can confirm the ACE sector will be eligible to apply for the next 
round of the Stronger Country Communities Fund. $50 million, or 50 per cent of the 
next round, of the fund will be dedicated specifically for projects and programs aimed 
at supporting young people in regional NSW with more details to follow on how ACE 
providers can be apply. 

As you are aware, while all Sma� and Skilled providers including ACE providers can 
submit requests to vary their financial caps and seek re-allocation of funding, I am 
eager to ensure all processes are as responsive as possible. As you recognise, in 
areas of greatest social and economic need we must ensure our Government-funded 
skills training is responsive to demand while maintaining high quality standards. 

Continued advocacy and promotion of Vocational Education will be at the forefront of 
a re-electea [ibera s an Nafiona s Govern men . rough wor ing together with 
Community Colleges Australia, non-government providers, industry groups and 
employers, we will continue the advancement and modernisation of skills training to 
create the workforce, and society, NSW deserves. 

ACE providers will be a critical component of this continuous improvement, through 
their unique ability to empower some of our most in need and isolated communities. I 
am supportive of exploring avenues to recognise and strengthen our valued ACE 
providers. As you state, this could be through consultation with the Commonwealth 
Government and other states and territories with an aim to update the previous 
ministerial statement, or through the establishment of a statutory authority to advise 
Government on how best to meet the needs of NSW individuals, industry, regions 
and the economy through ACE providers. I have asked my office to begin exploring 
the possibilities around this and look forward to continuing to engage with you 
following our election campaign. 

Thank you again for providing your policy platform. Your championing on behalf of 
ACE providers is invaluable, and I look forward to working with you further in the 
future. 

Yours sincerely 

Deputy Premier 
Minister for Regional New South Wales 
Minister for Skills and Minister for Small Business 


